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Chairman’s Log

Since the November newsletter, we have enjoyed
the remaining 2024 events including the Gala
Lunch at the Drift Golf Club, a Seasonal Quiz and
Festive Lunch at Hinchley Wood Scout & Guide HQ
and a Carol Service at Guildford Cathedral, the
latter in support of Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air
Ambulance. All of these events are covered
\ elsewhere in this newsletter.

2025 Has got off to a good start for TSCC. We have already enjoyed four
club events: the Pub Lunch in January, the AGM and Skittles Match in
February and the visit, with lunch, to Kensington Palace in March, and
we are only just into April.

We have the Fitting Out Lunch at the Beijing Restaurant in Addlestone
on 14th April (which is on the day | am writing this) and a full programme
of events through to the end of the year to look forward to.

It is good to note that Theresa will be joining us for the Fitting Out Lunch,
having missed out on the Pub Lunch due to a bad fall. However, on the
negative side, Heather will not be joining us as she has been in hospital
also following a bad fall.

It is always nice to receive feedback from those in Scouting and Guiding
on how our funding is put to good use and in this Newsletter you will see
how the 1st Stanwell Scouts enjoyed their participation in the Essex
International Jamboree.

Also, in this newsletter you will read that the 1st Stanwell have decided
to relaunch the group as Air Scouts which means a change of uniform
for all members. TSCC has helped with funds for the purchase of the




. IN THIS ISSUE:
new uniforms and for a new group colour and we

have been asked to present the new colour at their

“relaunch” event on Sunday 11th May. Gala Lunch

New Year’s Pub
Lunch

Seasonal Quiz

Carol Concert

As ever, we are looking to help with funding for
good Scouting and Guiding causes and to this end
our Secretary Mark has written to Sea Scout
Groups based on the Thames to see if any of them
have any particular needs.

Kensington Palace

Photographic
Competition 2025
My thanks to the committee for putting together
the 2025 programme of events and to all
members for continuing to support the Photographic

committee by joining in our events. Competition 2024
Winners

Georoe Barber

TSCC is affiliated to the ATYC and the River Thames Society.

Cover Photo: Kensington Palace

Back cover: Queen Victoria’s Doll’s House (photos PS)




Gala Lunch at The Drift Golf Club

20™ November 2024

On the occasion of the
Gala Lunch, Joe Rogerson
presented Mark Marriott
with the Silver Acorn
Award. The Silver Acorn, is
awarded after at least 20
years' service in the Scout
movement while holding
adult roles, which should
be specially distinguished
and appreciably better
than outstanding.

Our congratulations to
Mark, on this well-
deserved, special award.

Co-incidentally, Joe called
forward Jackie Marriott to
receive her Ten-Year Service
award. Our congratulations to
Jackie.




Congratulations to the three winners of the photographic competition —
Jo Wilford, Su Knight, and Pauline Simpson. They all succeeded in
producing very different, but equally good, interpretations of the
subject “Red”. The first three-way draw in this competition.




The Gala Lunch was attended by forty people and was a
great success.




New Year’s Pub Lunch at the Three Horseshoes
14" January 2025

A wonderful
start to the New
Year. Good food,

a good venue,

and a great
group of friends.




Seasonal Quiz and Supper

1 December 2024

The Seasonal Quiz attracted forty-seven participants. A fun, festive atmosphere
was created by the decorations organised by Janet Barber and a most
enjoyable supper was organised by Jackie Marriott — many thanks to both Janet
and Jackie, and to all the people who helped.

The winning team organised by Marguerite Rollason is pictured above. It was
a close-fought competition with second and third teams close behind.

CAROL CONCERT AT GUILDFORD CATHEDRALIN
SUPPORT OF KSS - 11t December 2024




This was a most
enjoyable concert to
raise funds for KSS.
We enjoyed
performances from
the Guildford
Cathedral Singers, the
Epsom and Ewell
Silver Band, George
Baldwin on the
Cathedral Organ, and
the Guilford School of
Acting.

To donate visit:
aakss.org.uk/ready

Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex (KSS) saves lives when every
second counts. KSS is an independent charity at the forefront of
Helicopter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS) nationally and
internationally.

In 2023 KSS was called to respond to a record number of over 3,300
incidents.

It costs £18.8 million a year or £51,000 per day to operate this world-
leading, life-saving service with 88% of the charity’s total income raised
through the incredible generosity of supporters.

KSS serves a population of 4.8million plus a transient population of 90
million people. Over the past 35 years the charity has been tasked to
over 43,000 incidents, saving lives and improving patient outcomes in
communities across Kent, Surrey and Sussex.




Annual General Meeting

8 February 2025

The Chairman (George Barber) welcomed everyone to the meeting and,
especially, the invited guests: Joe Rogerson (Surrey County Lead), Julia Kielstra
(Surrey Volunteer Development Lead), Gary Rixon (Lead Volunteer, 1st Stanwell
Group), and Jaine Williams (Sectional Volunteer for Cubs and Scouts, 1st
Stanwell Group).

All the AGM business has been recorded and circulated by Tony Scott in the
AGM Minutes — Tony always does a tremendous job, and | have used his

Gary thanked the TSCC committee and members for their financial assistance
to support one of their members to be able to attend and take part in the Essex
Jamboree. Gary then gave a very interesting illustrated talk about the
Jamboree.

The Jamboree lasted for one week and was held on an enclosed 150 acres site
near Chelmsford with the fencing totalling 2% miles long. There were 22
nationalities represented there. During the Jamboree there were 8000 people
on-site.




Gary then continued with a summary of the work done in their Headquarters
building during 2024, in part using TSCC donations money. The building has
been completely re-decorated and new tables have been bought for the hall.
Gary thanked the TSCC committee and members for their continued financial
support of the 1%t Stanwell Group.
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Gary explained that the Group is the nearest Group to Heathrow Airport and
the Group Committee has agreed to re-launch the Group as an Air Scouts Unit.
The Scout Association HQ is in agreement with this, and the actual conversion

will probably take place in late April this year. There will be a re-launch
event at Stanwell on Sunday 11*" May to which all TSCC
members are invited.




KENSINGTON PALACE

19t March 2025

Itis well known that Buckingham Palace did not become a royal residence until
it was acquired by George lll as a private residence for his wife Queen Charlotte,
when it was called The Queen’s House. It wasn’t until 1837 that it became the
residence of the British monarch on the accession of Queen Victoria.

So, where did the
monarchs live
before that? Well,
from 1689 the
royal court took
residence in
Kensington Palace
led by the joint
monarchs William
and Mary. The
palace was originally a two storey Jacobean mansion built in 1605 in, what was
then, the village of Kensington. Before that, from 1530, the main residence of
English monarchs was the Palace of Whitehall, which was largely destroyed by
fire in 1698 (the Banqueting House is one of the few buildings to survive). The
original Palace of Westminster was constructed in the eleventh century as a
royal palace, and was the primary residence of the kings of England until 1512,
when a fire destroyed the royal apartments (Westminster Hall is the oldest
surviving part of the palace).

Thus, Kensington Palace was the main residence of William and Mary, Queen
Anne, George | and George Il. George Il split his time between Kew Palace,
and Windsor Castle. George IV resided at Carlton House when he was Prince
Regent, and later moved to Buckingham House and began the modifications
for it to become Buckingham Palace. William IV continued the work on
Buckingham Palace but never moved there, he preferred Clarence House.




As of today, Kensington Palace serves as
the London residence for the Prince and
"\ Princess of Wales, the Duke and Duchess of
Gloucester, the Duke and Duchess of Kent,
and Prince and Princess Michael of Kent.

So, to our visit. Kensington
Palace has a blend of grandeur
and understated elegance. The
state apartments, such as the
King's and Queen's Apartments,
showcase opulent decor with
intricate ceilings, gilded
detailing, and magnificent artworks that reflect the palace's regal history.
However, compared to other royal residences like Buckingham Palace,
Kensington Palace has a more intimate and personal atmosphere.

The audio guides are excellent, giving a brief overview of each area and
allowing you to drill down when you wanted more detail. But, be warned, there
is a lot to see and, for us, the visit to the royal apartments would be enough for
one day. By the time we went to see the exhibition “Victoria a Royal Childhood”
we were very tired and, for that reason, we did not get to see the second
exhibition “Dress Codes”. However, the Childhood exhibition was very
interesting and it included the Jewel Room which contained the spectacular
Tiaras of Queen Victoria, and Princess Louise - Queen Victoria’s granddaughter.
Queen Victoria was born at Kensington Palace on 27 May 1819. She was the
only daughter of Edward, Duke of Kent, fourth son of George Ill. People who
did visit the “Dress Codes” exhibition said that it was extremely good.




There were fifteen in our party including Terry and Molly — friends of Colin and
Daphne. Nine of us had a very enjoyable lunch at Céte Kensington. The other
six had lunch in a nearby Inn.

A return visit is on the cards for us.
It would be good to see the “Dress
| Codes” exhibition and to see the
gardens when the summer flowers
are in bloom. We would also like to
see the Diana Memorial Fountain
which is located in the southwest corner of Hyde Park,
adjacent to Kensington Gardens.

Peter Sumpson

Photographic Competition 2025

The Ray Andrew’s Trophy

The three winners of last year’s competition have jointly chosen the theme:

‘Animals of the
British Isles’

It has been decided that birds fall
within the definition of animals. The
photo must be taken by you.

With the prestigious Ray Andrews
trophy in your sights, we wish you
happy snapping and look forward to
a bumper entry in November.




Photographic
Competition 2024
winning pictures.

The subject was
HREDH




PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2025

All dates and events are subject to change

Fitting Out Lunch at Beijing, Addlestone Mon 14t April TBC

Spring Cruise to Hamburg on Queen Mary 2 Mon 12 - Fri 16 May

Lunch at Wetherspoons followed by

th
Theatre Visit — Chicago — New Wimbledon Theatre U2 et el

Thames Cruise Sun 15% — Fri 20™ June
Summer Garden Party at Little Compton Sunday 6% July
Summer Getaway to Warners, Holme Lacey Fri 15t — Mon 4™ August

Afternoon Racing at Epsom
followed by Tapas Supper at El Rincon

Gala Lunch — Brockham Grumpy Mole Wed 12 November TBC

Overnight Getaway to Winchester Cathedral
Christmas Market

Thurs 11* September

Sun 7t December

Thames Scout Cruising Club Grants
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR SCOUTS/GUIDES
TSCC is always looking for Scouting/Guiding projects which need financial support.
If your local Group is in need of funds for specific projects ask them to write a letter
to our Secretary giving full details.
Our Committee will be pleased to consider all requests.

Newsletter edited by Peter Simpson — media@tscc.org.uk
Visit our Website: www.tscc.org.uk

Printed by NJM (Guildford) Ltd
www.njmstationery.com




