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At the time of writing this report we are looking forward to our 

Annual Dinner which will actually be a lunch at the Drift Golf Club on 

Wednesday 20th November, a Seasonal Quiz and Festive Lunch at 

Hinchley Wood Scout & Guide HQ on Sunday 1st December, and a 

Carol Service at Guildford Cathedral in support of Kent, Sussex and 

Surrey Air Ambulance on Wednesday 11th December.  

So, lots to look forward to during the gallop towards Christmas. 

However, let us spare a thought for some of our members who are 

currently in various ways incapacitated and who in all probability will 

not be able to join us for any of these events. These being Rosie 

Sowter, Bob Breeze, Les Holdaway Dusty Miller, Brian Townsend and Gordon English who is now 

living in a care home. Our thoughts are also with those who are looking after them. 

Since the June Newsletter we have had a busy Summer and Autumn of events including: 

• A very interesting guided tour of Highgate Cemetery on Tuesday 21st May where many 

people, famous for a variety of reasons, are buried, e.g. Karl Marx, George Michael, 

Alexander Litvinenko. The tour was followed by a very nice lunch at Table du March. Thank 

you, Greg Beardsall, for driving us there and back in the Ajax Sea Scout’s mini bus and 

thanks also to Alan Mobbs of Warspite Sea Scouts for being co-driver.  

• The Simon and Garfunkel Story at New Wimbledon Theatre on Tuesday 11th June was most 

enjoyable and the artist portraying Art Garfunkel was a close lookalike for Art as he was in 

the 1980s and the instrumentalists were top notch. It was very convenient and refreshingly 

affordable to have lunch beforehand at Wibbas Down Inn, Wetherspoons, opposite the 

theatre. 

• Five boats with eleven crew took part in the Thames Cruise from Windsor to Hurley from 
17th to 20th June, and were joined by eleven ‘shore party’ for the games afternoon and final 
evening meal at the Olde Bell in Hurley. All went well and the weather was fine. However, 
because we were required to pay for all nine moorings at Hurley Lock our current thinking 
is that we will give Hurley a miss in 2025. 
 

• Thanks to Mark and Jackie for hosting the Pork Roast Buffet Lunch at Little Compton, 
Sunday 7th July. The weather was not kind but the Blue Moon jazz band played some good 
trad jazz for us and an enjoyable time was had by all. Many thanks to all those who helped 
set up the gazebos, tables and chairs etc and for clearing away afterwards. 
 

• Because we were unable to organise the visit to the Speaker’s House in September there 
was rather a long gap in our activities until our visit to Salisbury on 28th – 30th October. 
However, the Salisbury trip more than made up for this. The newly refurbished Milford Hall 
Hotel was excellent, the evening meal at Hixon Restaurant was first class and the guided 
tours of the city, the Cathedral, Mompesson House, Arundells and Stonehenge were well 
delivered and very informative. 
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 Our aim, as you know, is to help Scout and Guide Groups and 
individuals where we are able with funds raised through our various 
events. So far this year we have donated £500 to 1st Stanwell Scouts 
and £500 to Ajax Sea Scouts towards essential repairs to their 
minibus. 
As I sit down to complete this log, I have just returned from the 
Remembrance Parade and Service at the War Memorial on Giggs 
Hill Green Thames Ditton at which it was nice to see that this 
parade, organised by Ajax Sea Scouts and The Dittons Scout Group, 
grows in popularity with the local residents each year.  
 

 

Thank you for continuing to support the committee by joining in our 
events and I wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas. 
 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in the New Year 
at the Three Horseshoes, Laleham for the pub lunch on Tuesday 
14th January and at our AGM on Saturday 8th February at Ajax 
Water Activities Centre.  

                                   George Barber 



 

A City of the Dead 
 

On Tuesday 21st May about 20 of 
us met up at the entrance to 
Highgate Cemetery in North 
London.  Most started the trip at 
Esher and travelled in a Scouts’ 
minibus very kindly driven by 
Greg Beardsall, but some, living 
more locally, arrived by public 
transport. 
 
We started with coffee and an 
introduction from our excellent 
guide, John Waite, who gave us 
a brief history of the cemetery.   

In the late 18th century the cemeteries surrounding the parish churches of the City of 
London and its immediately surrounding villages were becoming full and sometimes 
exhumation of previous burials was undertaken in order to provide space for current 
burials.  Obviously, this is not a very edifying practice and wealthy people were 
determined to do something about it for the burial of their own nearest and dearest. 
 
As a result, the London Cemetery Company was established by Act of Parliament in 
1836 and was led by Stephen Geary (1797 – 1854), an architect.  The company 
purchased 17 acres (approx. 7 ha.) of land on Highgate Hill, then overlooking a pretty 
rural village.  The cemetery was to be a “City of the Dead” that would be known for 
the magnificence of the architecture of its tombs and memorials and where the wealth 
of the departed could by displayed for all to see.  Stephen Geary designed the layout 
of the cemetery and many of its memorial features.  All of the paths are curved, we 
were told, so that they resemble life itself, where you cannot see the future.  The 
theme was substantially that of ancient Egypt although the catacombs of ancient 
Rome also featured.   Geary designed an ‘Egyptian Avenue’ of tombs and also the 
‘Terrace Catacombs’.  The cemetery was opened in 1839 and interments commenced 
immediately.  The cemetery was very popular and in 1854 a further 19 acres (7.7 ha.) 
of land was purchased on the other side of Swains Lane that led up to the entrance.  
There are now 170,000 burials in approximately 53,000 graves and tombs.  Among the 
burials there is the instigator and designer of the ‘City of the Dead’, Stephen Geary. 
 
There were six other private cemeteries set up around London in the mid-Victorian era 
after Highgate and they became known as “the Magnificent Seven” and still exist 
today. 
 

Entrance to the Egyptian Avenue 



 

At Highgate many of the rights of burial were sold in perpetuity and so eventually the 
cemetery would become full and its burial income would dwindle.  This indeed 
happened in the mid-20th century and for many years the cemetery became 
overgrown with trees, shrubs and blackberries and was in a very poor state.  The 
cemetery was saved by the “Friends of Highgate Cemetery Trust” that was established 
in 1975 and who purchased the freehold of the cemetery for a nominal sum in 1981.  
Since then, volunteers have been working ceaselessly to clear the vegetation and to 
make memorials safe for public visits.  The cemetery is now also a haven for wildlife. 
 
We set off on our very much uphill walking tour, some slopes and some steps.  Those 
of our group who have mobility problems were aided by their friends and did 
extremely well.   
 

One of the graves that we were shown 
is that of Alexander Litvinenko, a 
Russian dissident, who died in London 
in 2006 of poisoning associated with 
ingestion of Polonium 239 (see photo: 
left). It was international news for 
some time.  His coffin was sealed with 
a lead lining so that radioactive liquid 
could not seep into the groundwater.   
 
Another very much older grave was 
that of E C Mears, owner of the 
Whitechapel Bell Foundry, that cast 
both Big Ben and the US Liberty Bell.  
Yet another interesting burial was that 
of Charles A Cruft (1852 – 1938), who 
worked for Spratts promoting the idea 
of dog biscuits.   This was a novel idea 
since previously dogs would be fed on 
kitchen scraps.  Cruft travelled 

extensively in Europe for Spratts and in 1878 founded a Dog Show in Paris, 
subsequently bringing the idea to England in 1886 and his name now lives on as Crufts 
Dog Show. 
 
We were shown the Egyptian Avenue, which consists of eight “rooms” with lockable 
doors each side, each “room” having shelves for 16 coffins.  At the time when the 
cemetery was laid out, body snatching for medical education was taking place so 
security of the coffins was of great importance.  Towards the end of the Cemetery 
Company’s life, in the 1960s and 1970s it was not unknown for tombs to be opened 
for the remains to be used in “devil worship” or “black magic” ceremonies, and the 
lead also had a resale value! 



 

 
Another architectural feature that we were shown were the Catacombs, underground 
and rather dark, where there are niches for 855 coffins and 200 of them are missing. 
Probably the largest single memorial in the whole cemetery is a mausoleum in Carrara 
marble that was built by Julius Bear as a resting place for his young daughter, Ada Bear.  
It has been estimated that the memorial would cost £11M in today’s money. 

A very much more 
recent burial was 
that of George 
Michael (1963 – 
2016) and this is still 
attended regularly by 
members of his 
family and his fans. 
(see photo left – 
Georgios Kyriacos 
Panayiotou 
alongside his mother 
and sister). 

 
We then moved across Swains Lane to the slightly newer part of the cemetery.  There 
we were shown the grave of Bruce Reynolds (1931 – 2013), one of the Great Train 
Robbers, whose memorial is surmounted by his death mask, cast in a mould taken 
from his face after his death. 
 
There is also the grave of Douglas Adams (1952 – 2001), the author of The Hitchhikers 
Guide to the Galaxy among many other books, and not far away, is the grave of Richard 
Stoney Smith (1836 – 1900), the originator and founder in 1887 of the Hovis Bread 
Company 
 
Dominating this part of the cemetery is the grave and statue of Karl Marx who lived in 
London during the latter part of his life. He was born in 1814 and died in 1881 and was 
initially buried elsewhere.  His remains were exhumed in 1924 and placed in Highgate 
Cemetery and this very imposing memorial statue was erected. 
 
All too soon our visit was over and our very informative guide was thanked.  Most of 
us departed by minibus to a French restaurant in East Finchley and others lunched 
more locally.  It was an excellent and memorable tour. 

 

Article: Tony Scott.  
Photographs: Irene Burroughs. 

 

 



 

Thames Cruise and Hurley Games 

17th – 20th June 

Five boats took part, and seven people stayed at Moor Hall 

(the CIM Business Centre in Cookham). On Thursday evening 

eighteen people attended the dinner in the Olde Bell in Hurley. 

The weather was good and the games afternoon was blessed 

with some welcome sunshine. All great fun, with great company. 

Games Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Graham, the 

overall winner. Andrew was 

pleased to return the winner’s 

cup but his pleasure was short-

lived as Graham asked him to 

look after the cup in case the 

cup got marooned in Norfolk. 

Andrew quipped “you can get 

better ones in Poundland”. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moor Hall 

Pre-dinner drinks in the 

garden of the Olde Bell 

followed by dinner in the 

pleasant dining room.  



 

There were lots 

of happy faces. 

PORK ROAST AND BUFFET LUNCH 

AT LITTLE COMPTON 
7th July 2024 

We were, once again, kindly invited to Mark and Jackie’s garden to enjoy some 

great food and a traditional jazz band. We had fair (if cool) weather and a good 

turn-out of over forty members.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will (left) and Sheldon were 

a tremendous help to Mark 

and Jackie, and they were 

great at looking after the 

guests. They are pictured 

behind some of the 

delicious food that we all 

enjoyed. 



 

As we have come to expect from Mark and Jackie, there was enormous 

attention to detail. Just look at how the tables are dressed, and all the flags, 

and shelter in case of rain. A huge amount of work – thanks again to Mark 

and Jackie and to all your helpers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This was another 

joyful meeting of the 

TSCC community of 

friends. 

Photos Mark and 

Peter 

Getting into the groove….. 

Sunshades!  No umbrellas needed 

this time. 



 

AUTUMN GETAWAY TO SALISBURY 

28th - 30th October 

On Monday 28th October, twenty-two members met at Sandown Park and headed off on a coach 

for a two-night stay in Salisbury. 

We stayed at the Milford Hall Hotel. The frontage is an 

attractive Georgian House separated from the road by a 

small garden. At the rear, the main part of the hotel is a 

modern building that has recently been re-furbished. We 

enjoyed a buffet lunch here, before re-boarding our coach, 

where we were joined by a local guide. She explained the 

history of the city as our driver, Matthew, drove us about 

two miles outside Salisbury to see Old Sarum, an Iron Age 

hill fort. After the Norman Conquest a castle keep and 

defences were built at the top of the hill and a cathedral was 

erected nearby. Down the years there was discord between 

the military at the castle and the clergy at the cathedral and 

a poor water supply also caused problems. In the twelfth 

century Old Sarum began to be abandoned. A new cathedral 

was built on its present site and a new town was built 

around it. On our way 

back we drove through 

the surrounding areas 

of the city and although the weather was cloudy and 

at times wet, we had some fine views of the 

cathedral from the coach. 

After our coach tour we were dropped off at St Ann’s 

Gate, one of the medieval entrances to the Cathedral 

Close. Here we divided into two groups and each 

group had a walking guided tour around the Close 

and beyond. We were told how the Cathedral was 

begun in 1220 and completed thirty-eight years later 

which was a short period of time for a cathedral of 

the period. We all admired the 404-foot spire, which 

is the tallest in Britain. It was added to the building 

in 1330. The Close is the largest in Britain and 

contains many fine buildings. The Salisbury Museum 

is located there, as well as the Rifle Museum, which 

was closed for refurbishment during our visit.  After 

leaving the Close we visited St. Thomas and St Edmund 

Church which contains a fine example of a medieval 

‘Doom’ painting (see photo) on its chancel wall and has been restored to its former glory.  

Walking Madona 
by Dame Elisabeth Frink 

“Doom” painting. Photo Mike Fowler 



 

The walk ended at the huge Market Place where there is still a market held on Tuesdays and 

Saturdays. 

The day finished with a visit to Hixon, a restaurant in the city which was opened exclusively for 

us that evening and where we enjoyed a delicious three course meal. 

The weather was dry but cloudy when we returned to the Close the next morning for a tour of 

the interior of the Cathedral. We learnt that the building’s foundations are only four feet deep 

so there is no crypt. It is built on a bed of gravel that has to be continually wet for the stability of 

the structure and a rod is inserted into a hole in the floor at intervals to test the depth of 

moisture. Although the main structure retains its original 

medieval grandeur, there have been changes down the 

centuries according to varying fashionable tastes. The 

most drastic was during the late eighteenth century when 

James Wyatt removed chapels and replaced stained glass 

windows with clear ones. Some of these were reinstated 

by stained glass in the Victorian period. He also 

demolished the bell tower, which had been a separate 

building. A modern feature of the cathedral is its font, 

which is more like a large pool containing water that 

reflects features in the building such as stained glass. 

Some of us watched a demonstration of the fourteenth 

century clock. This fascinating iron structure is believed to 

be the oldest working clock in the world. Some of us 

followed the tour with a visit to the octagonal chapter 

house, where one of the four remaining copies of Magna Carta is on 

display. 

After the Cathedral we crossed the Close to Mompesson House, a fine Queen Anne house that 

was home to various families and is now in the care of the National Trust. A guide filled us in on 

the history, and then we were free to wander. Features of the house include fine moulded 

ceilings and walls and an elegant staircase. Most of the furniture, paintings and ornaments were 

supplied by the National Trust, but are of the correct 

period. At the rear is a very attractive walled garden. 

We were free for the rest of the afternoon to find 

somewhere to eat and explore. Tony and I found 

Charlie’s Cafe in Catherine Street. We found it ideal for 

a quick lunch and everything was freshly cooked. 

Afterwards we walked down to Market Place where the 

Tuesday market was in full swing. We were looking for 

the fourteenth century Poultry Cross (photo left) 

which is tucked behind Market Place in Silver Street. It 

used to be one of four around the city that marked 

different market locations. It is a large open structure 

and you can sit under it (beware of the pigeons!).  

The Salisbury Font 
Sculptor-William Pye 



 

We had a brief walk around the many shops, including W Carter and Son; a jewellery shop 

established in 1817 and (in my opinion) a brilliant, large Waterstones bookshop on two floors. 

After returning to the hotel to freshen-up, we were dropped off at St Ann’s Gate once more for 

our evening meal at Sarum College in The Close. The impressive frontage of the building dates 

from the late seventeenth century. Sarum College runs courses in Christian Spirituality, Theology 

and Imagination and Culture. It is also the administrative centre for the Royal College of Church 

Music. Here we again enjoyed a delicious three-course meal, which perfectly rounded off our 

last night in Salisbury. 

The next morning, which was again dry but cloudy, we left the hotel for the last time to visit 

Arundells, the final home of former 

Prime Minister Edward Heath, in the 

Cathedral Close.  Arundells was originally 

built in the thirteenth century.  It was 

much altered in the eighteenth century, 

but parts of the original house remain. It 

has a beautiful two-acre garden (photo 

left) at the rear laid out by Edward Heath. 

The bow of one of his boats named 

‘Morning Cloud’ is on display here. The 

rest of the boat was lost in a tragic 

accident in 1974 and two men were 

drowned, including Edward Heath’s godson. 

Inside the house we were given a detailed tour 

by a very knowledgeable guide. The house is 

very much as Edward Heath left it and is full of 

his memorabilia.  There are several models, and 

paintings, of the boats he owned, all called 

‘Morning Cloud’.  He was an avid art collector 

and there are drawings and paintings by artists 

such as Augustus John, Walter Sickert and John 

Nash. Photos spanning his political and earlier 

life abound. A Steinway boudoir grand piano 

reminded us of his interest in music. At the end of 

the tour, we discovered that we were the last ever group to be taken round by our excellent 

guide, who was retiring after sixteen years. 

After a quick lunch we boarded the coach and were taken to Stonehenge (photo next page). 

After a short ride on one of the special buses from the visitor centre, we arrived at the perimeter 

of the stone circle itself. Once again, our two groups had guides to explain the site to us, 

particularly the phases in which the site was developed and its astrological significance. The sky 

brightened slightly while we were there, which gave some good photo opportunities of this 

impressive and mysterious monument. Arriving back at the visitor centre, we were able to 

explore the small but well-presented museum and inspect the reconstructions of Neolithic 

houses.  

Morning Cloud painting by Deryck Foster 



 

After a quick cuppa we got on the 

coach for the last leg of our 

journey and arrived back at 

Sandown Park in good time. It 

had been an extremely enjoyable 

break, that had gone by far too 

quickly. Our thanks to Mark and 

Jackie for planning and 

organising this excellent trip. 

 

 

 

Salisbury article: Irene Burroughs 

Photo: Mike Fowler 

Some photos from Hixon restaurant 



 

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS FOR 2024/25 
All dates and events are subject to change 

Seasonal Quiz and supper Sun 1st December 

Carol Service at Guildford Cathedral 
 in support of Kent, Sussex and Surrey Air Ambulance  

Wed 11th December  

New Year’s Pub Lunch – Three Horseshoes Laleham Tues 14th January 

AGM at Ajax Water Activities Centre  Sat 8th February 11.30am 

TSCC, WMC, BBC Skittles Match at WMC Fri 21st February 

ATYC Spring Ball - Richmond Hill Hotel Sat 22nd February 

Visit to Kensington Palace plus optional lunch Wed 19th March 

Fitting Out Lunch at Beijing, Addlestone Mon 14th April TBC 

Spring Cruise to Hamburg on Queen Mary 2 Mon 12 - Fri 16 May 

Lunch at Wetherspoons followed by  
Theatre Visit – Chicago – New Wimbledon Theatre  

Thurs 12th June 2.30pm 

Thames Cruise  Sun 15th – Fri 20th June 

Summer Garden Party at Little Compton Sunday 6th July 

Summer Getaway to Warners, Holme Lacey Fri 1st – Mon 4th August 

Afternoon Racing at Epsom 
followed by Tapas Supper at El Rincon 

Thurs 11th September 

Guided tour of the State Apartments of the 
Speaker’s House followed by lunch 

Early October 

Gala Lunch – Brockham Grumpy Mole Wed 12th November TBC 

Overnight Getaway to Winchester Cathedral 
Christmas Market 

Sun 7th December 

 
Thames Scout Cruising Club Grants 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR SCOUTS/GUIDES 

TSCC is always looking for Scouting/Guiding projects which need financial support. 
If your local Group is in need of funds for specific projects ask them to write a letter 

to our Secretary giving full details. 
Our Committee will be pleased to consider all requests. 

 

 Newsletter edited by Peter Simpson – media@tscc.org.uk 
Visit our Website: www.tscc.org.uk 

 

Printed by NJM (Guildford) Ltd 
www.njmstationery.com 

 

 


