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Chairman’s Log 

 

As I settle down to write my final Log as your Chairman, I have 

thought about the great times we have enjoyed since the last 

Newsletter.  
In July we once more made the way to our boat gathering at 

Hurley, with the inevitable visit to the Rising Sun for a steak & 

wine dinner on the first evening.  

The next morning we were up early to catch the coach for a visit 
to Blenheim Palace & gardens. The following day it was “Fun & 

Games” courtesy of Ray, and Bob and Diana’s Super Quiz. This 

was followed by Scones Jam & Cream which were finished in time for what has 

become a traditional Pimms Happy Hour. Saturday was a fine day for the Hurley 
Village Fair which was really good fun, and on Sunday we at last made it to Afternoon 

Tea at Enid Blyton’s House at Bourne End, after being defeated by the weather  the 

two previous years. 

August saw a few of us braving the waves down river on our way to the ATYC Rally 
in West India Dock. 

In September we were invited by Penton Hook Yacht Club to join them on a visit to 

the RNLI Training College, Poole. It was encouraging to see the high standard of 

training our Lifeboat men and women receive, particularly those who look after us on 
the Thames.  

During October Mark Marriott organised a day out for us at the National Rifle 

Association Headquarters Bisley. It is a fascinating place steeped in tradition. 

Allowing us so much time to shoot clearly identified some latent Annie Oakleys and 
Wild Bill Hickocks amongst our ranks. 

November saw us again at Glenmore House, Surbiton, for our Annual Dinner & 

Dance. The evening was a great success, and with thanks to all the members who 

donated prizes, had one of the biggest raffles I have ever seen. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy the live music and dancing to Derek James and most couples took at least one 

raffle prize home. 

43 of us intend to start the Christmas season next month with a weekend at The Sinah 

Warren Hotel Hampshire, where we will be entertained by Chris Dean's SYD 
LAWRENCE ORCHESTRA. 

I will soon be sending out the calling notice and voting papers for our AGM when you 

will vote for my successor as your chairman. I would like to share with you at this 

stage, that I will be proposing, and Peter will be seconding, Elaina for the position. As 
many of you will know, over the years Elaina has made a tremendous contribution 

towards suggesting and organising events for our enjoyment. 

 

David   

Rosie & I are grateful for the many thank you letters, telephone calls and emails 

we have received over the last three years and hope that you have an enjoyable 

Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous 2014. 
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RNLI COLLEGE, POOLE 

September 27-29 

 
Back in March, TSCC received an 
invitation from Penton Hook Yacht Club 
to join them for a weekend at the RNLI Training College in Poole, Dorset.  22 
members took up this invitation which took place on the last weekend in 
September. 
 
The Training College was built ten years ago on an old chemical site.  It took 
two years to clear and detoxify the site and the whole project was funded 
purely on legacies from wills.  I think we all had our reservations as to what 
exactly the accommodation would offer and expected that, being a training 
college, it might be a bit basic with perhaps dormitories for sleeping in, 
communal washing facilities and basic food.  Far from it!  The facilities were 
excellent and exceeded all expectations.  It is a superb building, offering 4-
star accommodation, restaurant and bar, gift shop, training rooms and a 

training pool.  
It can also be 
booked for 

conferences, 
weddings, 

parties etc.  It 
is right on the 
waterfront in 
a superb 
position with 
views across 
the harbour 
to many 
marinas and 

plenty of boats.  We learned that the RNLI also own the land next door and 
after that has been cleared and detoxified, the plan is to build a large facility 
where they will be able not only to service their boats themselves, but also, 
having designed them, to actually build the boats, thereby having the whole 
operation under their control and keeping the money ‘in house’.  Good luck, 
sounds like lots more fund raising will be necessary. 
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We arrived on the Friday and in the evening enjoyed an excellent meal in the 
Riggers restaurant.  We then socialised in the bar until it was time for bed. 
 
After a hearty breakfast on Saturday morning, we were booked in for a tour 
of the college facilities, including the lifeboat simulator.  This was most 
interesting and some of us were able to take the helm to go out of Dover 
harbour to assist a vessel which was on fire. 
 
The afternoon was spent at leisure, some strolled into Poole, some took a 
boat trip to Brownsea Island, and some just read the papers and generally 
relaxed.  We were then ready for the dinner 
dance in the evening which was held in the 
Waterfront Suite.  We had another excellent 
meal, which was beautifully presented and 
served.  This was followed by a disco which 
everyone enjoyed and then we retired to bed, 
suitably worn out. 
 
Mark Marriott had arranged for TSCC members 
to have Sunday lunch at the Royal Motor Yacht 
Club so after another hearty breakfast we 
checked out and gradually made our way there.  
We met in the bar and were then taken upstairs 
to a private room which had been laid out for 
us.  The view was great, looking out over the 
harbour with the sun sparkling on the water 
and Brownsea Island as a backdrop. A unique 
venue. The lunch was excellent and we all 
departed towards the end of the afternoon 
feeling very sated.  Thank you Mark for 
organising it. 
 
It was a superb weekend and we must thank 
our friends at Penton Hook Yacht Club for 
inviting us to join them. 

 

Diana Breeze 

Services in 2012 
 
RNLI lifeboats 
 
8,346  
launches 
average 23 a day 
 
7,964  
people rescued 
average 22 a day 
 
RNLI lifeguards 
14,523 
  
incidents 
16,418  
people aided 
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TSCC at HURLEY 24-28 July 
 

Sea View, Lady Redmac and Autumn 
Breeze ferried us down-river to visit 
Old Thatch Gardens near Bourne End 
– the garden of Enid Blyton’s 17th 
century cottage. Photo below: David 
and Brian relax in the garden. 

 
Our event was timed to coincide with 
Hurley’s annual fair. Ray and Elaina’s 
grandsons took part in the parade 
(photo front cover) and Pauline won a 
prize at the “Human Fruit Machine” 
stall when they pulled out three 
oranges. 

 
We had a great time playing a 
game put together by Ray Mears 
who had collected some old horse 
shoes, painted them silver and 
hammered a metal stake into the 
ground to aim at. Here is Frank 
having a throw. 

 
We celebrated Mark and Linda’s 
Birthday and all enjoyed eating the 
cake (photo front cover). 
 
On the back cover there is a group 
photo taken in front of the Club 
gazebo by the moorings at Hurley. 
 
Bob and Diana organised an excellent quiz that exercised the grey matter. 
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While at Hurley, we went on a coach trip to visit Blenheim Palace and 
Gardens. Magnificent! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Medal winners of the horseshoe competition (Andy, Linda and Peter). 
 
 

. 
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TSCC ANNUAL DINNER 
 

This year we have raised a 
healthy sum of money 
which will be used for the 
benefit of Scout and Guide 
causes. We welcome 
written requests for grants. 

 

 
We were very pleased to see our Norfolk members Graham and Iris at the 
Annual Dinner.  Graham followed this up a couple of days later saying 

”Good to see so many of the Club on Thursday.  We have just come back 
from a nice day cruising in the sun - water a bit high but, of course, no flow. 
 

Just for the record, our new boat is a Bounty 28 and is called ASTO ( very 
original) I am currently cutting up some of the built-in saloon fittings and 
with a bit of luck it should all be finished before Easter”. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were extremely sad to lose Sylvia Pothecary whose obituary appears in 
this Newsletter. She was, for many years, an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Club and its activities and she will be greatly missed. Many club members 
attended the funeral service as well as members from her, and husband 
Jim’s, other club - Weybridge Mariners.   
 

Bob Breeze receives the 
Ray Andrews Trophy 
from David Sowter (see 
next page). 
 

New members 
In 2013 we have been pleased to welcome as members: 

 
Victor and Joyce Lundberg;  boat - MAJOVI 
Andrew and Celia Cotter;  boat - WISECRACK 
Bob and Kathleen Smith;  boat  - SEA SYMPHONY 
Michael and Ann Fowler;  boat  - WEATHER OR KNOT 
Derek and Barbara Dale;  boat  -  DEL BOY 
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The Ray Andrew’s Trophy 2013 

Subject: The Tranquillity of the Thames 

 

Congratulations to Bob Breeze on winning this year’s competition 
and our thanks to the judges Bob Smith and Joyce Lundberg. 

 
 
Andy Vine took this 
picture at Sonning and 
asks “Is the newly 
privatised Post Office 
looking for a new 
customer stream?” 
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ATYC RALLY and LIMEHOUSE 24-29 August 
 

 
 
 

Joan Raftery lets the 
autopilot do the work. 

 
 
 
 
 
But, watch-out Joan - that’s 

the Thames Cable Car you’re 
heading for! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

While at Limehouse members 
visited the Thames Cable Car. 
The 34 cable cars are capable of 
carrying 2500 passengers an 
hour across the 1.1km stretch 
of cable. The cars travel about 
160ft above the river and the 
trip takes about 5 minutes.  
One of the 84m high towers is 
pictured on the front cover. 
Joan is pictured in the Emirates 
Airline simulator. 

The views from the Cable Car 
are spectacular and include the 
O2, Thames Barrier, City Airport, 
and Olympic Park. 

On the front cover – a group 
photo at Limehouse and 
Autumn Breeze, Gorjess and 
Blue Mink moored at 
Limehouse. 
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Bug-Bears of Boaters (2) – Bothersome Bouquets 
 
A few years ago David Sowter told me he had been using Brewer’s Yeast tablets in his 
holding tank rather than “Blue”. He said it is cheaper, he had fewer problems with 
unwanted odours, and it is more environmentally friendly. He gave me a dozen 
tablets to try in my 30 gallon tank and I have been using it ever since. In the process I 
must have saved a significant amount of cash and, overall, I believe there is less in 
the way of unpleasant odour. The tablets cost around a fiver for 500 to give over 40 
recharges.  
 
I thought I would pass this tip on to other boaters but I decided I should do a bit of 
research first. There follows a summary of the information I have gleaned. I cannot 
vouch for its accuracy or correctness but it has been written by people who 
apparently have a nose for these things. 
 

 Storing any amount of bodily waste for any amount of time will generate 
some smell.  There are several ways of dealing with this problem with the 
most common remedy being chemical warfare.  There are several brands of 
chemical liquids available for use in both pump-out and cassette systems, 
most of which are blue in colour and/or name.  These formaldehyde based 
fluids can be mixed with the water used to flush or used as a solution added 
directly into the storage tank  but whether you actually like the resulting 
chemical smell is a matter of taste and tolerance levels. 

  Boat life is often conducted in close synergy with nature and so it is not 
surprising that chemical free eco friendly toilet systems are becoming 
increasingly popular.  The simplest way to achieve this is by replacing 
formaldehyde solutions with the more environmentally friendly nitrate and 
oxygen based products which essentially speed up the natural de-
composition process.     Brewers yeast tablets are also effective in the fight 
against smells but be aware that the residues left behind by conventional 
chemicals stop both yeast and nitrate fluid systems from working.  A period 
of abstention from chemical usage and some vigorous rinsing may do the 
trick.  It is more difficult to rid black water tanks of formaldehyde as they are 
tough to rinse and cleanse effectively. 

 Another group of experts hold that yeast is the way to go, and so they add 
yeast. The danger there is that a combination of a warm day, too much 
yeast, and favourable conditions inside the tank could cause the mixture to 
rise with terrible consequences. 
On my boat, I have a couple of ventilation holes high on the outside of the 
hull, and I hope that any such eventuality would resolve itself by the 
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contents of the tank being ejected harmlessly to port. I say harmlessly, but 
woe betides any boat that happened to be close by at the wrong time. 
Those who add yeast and who don't believe in ventilation are taking their 
lives in their hands. The inevitable explosion would result in the yeast expert 
being AT BEST covered head to toe in the stinky stuff, and at worst going 
down with his ship. 

 If you can avoid using Blue then don't use it, because once you start it is 
difficult to stop. If it's a remote tank, there's no real reason to anyway and 
you'd be much better off going down the Brewers Yeast route. We're doing 
this on the advice of people who've been using it for years. Their regime is 
to put about 10 tablets in (via the loo) after each pump out, and another 10 
when the tank is half full. (We have done a similar thing - if the loo starts 
smelling when the tank is part full we add 3-6 more tablets and it solves the 
problem – PS). 

 This solution works only if the system is clear of chemical treatments that 
contain formaldehyde, so it is best to start the treatment a few days after a 
pump and rinse-out of the holding tank.  This seems to be the cheapest and 
greenest way to go. There have been lots of reports of people using yeast to 
neutralise odours from your port-a-potti/tank. Just put in 4 tablets after 
emptying the cassette and let it do its job. Take care to flush your tank/port-
a-potti thoroughly to try and get as much of the Blue out as possible - even 
then it can take a few fillings and emptyings before the yeast begins to work 
properly - up to six weeks - so be patient! 

 
Well there you have it, “you pays your money and you takes your choice". One chap 
said he would rather his boat smelt like a brewery than a gent’s toilet!  

Peter Simpson 

 

 

Rosie wondered if club 

members are aware of 

this new facility 

available from the 
towpath at Teddington 

and if anyone can 

enlighten her as to 

what are “business” 

hours! 
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Portrait of the Thames 
 
In 1967 J.H.B.Peel wrote a book called Portrait of the Thames and the 

1976 edition was recently given to me by a friend. It makes very interesting 
and amusing reading. There follows some extracts from the book that I hope 
you will enjoy reading. You may like to compare the descriptions from around 
40 years ago with what you see today. 
 
The author starts his voyage at Teddington and he tells us that the name 
means “the home of Tudda’s people” – Tudda having been a local headman – 
and in the year 969 it was spelled Tudintun. William Penn lived at Teddington 
before he sailed to found Pennsylvania. 
 
Moving-on up-stream he tells us that “Trowlock Island appears, doing its best 
to distract attention from Kingston power station. Kingston is altogether a 
place to be passed, even although it does contain the King’s Stone at which 
several Saxon monarchs were crowned. Presently a waterworks looms up, 
waging with Kingston power station a ding-dong battle for first place as the 
river’s ugliest object”. 
 
He is kinder about Hampton Court: “Hampton Court is a portrait in itself, and 
every traveller will wish to land alongside for a closer view”. He reminds us 
that the Palace was built by Thomas Wolsey at the zenith of his power and the 
richest man in England – not bad for someone born in Ipswich and reputedly 
the son of a butcher. Soon after its completion, Wolsey gave the palace to 
King Henry VIII not, as some assume, because he feared to seem greater 
than the King, but in order to emphasize that greatness by making a kingly gift.  
 
“Too often a classic ground leads to an anti-climax. At Hampton Court this is 
not so. Scarcely three hundred yards ahead, on the right bank, the Mitre Hotel, 
draped in wisteria, looks as well as when it was built three centuries ago, as 
an official annexe to the palace. Even Hampton Bridge – designed during the 
1930’s by Sir Edwin Lutyens – has enough red brickwork to blend with 
Wolsey’s pied-a-terre.” 
 
“A little above Hampton Bridge, at Molesey, the river wears its Sunday best 
throughout the week. Here the trees on the right bank excel themselves.” 
 
“Beyond Molsey the river, which has been heading north towards the horrors 
of Hounslow, appears to get wind of that place, and at once changes course, 
making west for Sunbury. Having passed the new houses at Hurst Park race 
course – second by a short neck from Kingston power house in the race for 
ugliness – the Thames re-enters classic ground, for here stands the house to 
which Sir Christopher Wren retired at Hampton Village, and near it the home 
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of Sir Richard Steele, the essayist, which he named The Hovel. But even 
those great characters are overshadowed by David Garrick.  In 1733 Garrick 
rented a house here. This he liked so well that he bought it, and set about 
converting it into a residence worthy of the foremost actor-manager of the 
day”. 

“Garrick’s Villa was separated 
from its garden by the turnpike 
road. Garrick wished to join them 
by a bridge. The problem was 
solved when Garrick’s old friend 
Dr Johnson, set his massive mind 
to it. “David, David,” he cried, 
what can’t be overdone may be 
underdone,” So, a tunnel was 
built, having three bathrooms 
supplied by a spring of pure 
water.” 

 
“Beyond Garrick’s Villa and the island named after him, the river endures a 
bad patch, crowned by a waterworks, and not perceptively improved by 
Thorneycroft’s boat yards. To describe this reach of river is extremely difficult 
because, more than any other above Teddington, it resembles a curate’s egg. 
At one moment you might fancy yourself in deep country; at the next even 
trees flinch to see so many ugly houses. This rapid change of scene is 
especially evident at Sunbury, where several pleasant islands appear, and the 
river becomes suddenly narrow above the tree-lined lock, but soon afterwards 
meets a rash of jerrydom which follows it for much of the way into Walton, 
where Caesar is said to have forded the Thames during his second invasion of 
Britain.” 
 
“Presently the river turns north-west and then, like the kitten’s tail, grows dizzy 
among a series of curves at Shepperton, whose church, largely rebuilt in 
1614, makes a pleasant picture, paving the way to better things. Green fields 
appear, and many small islands, one of them called D’Oyley Carte Island, 
after its operatic owner”. 

That’s all for now. If you like it, I will do more in a future edition. 

Peter Simpson 

2013 sees Garrick’s Villa (later known as Hampton House) having been 
converted into flats – they were wrapped in scaffolding after a fire in 2008. 
The Temple (with its statue of Shakespeare) installed by Garrick is still a 
prominent feature of the river bank. The tunnel is still in situ but not open 
to the public. 
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SYLVIA FRANCES POTHECARY 
13th February 1938 to 26th September 2013 

 

Sylvia was born in Isleworth, an identical twin to 
her sister Audrey, and lived in Twickenham 
(Twickenham Green and later in a prefab on the 
Chertsey road) until married.  At birth the twins 
were around 3lb when born and at a time when 
incubators were not in general hospital use, 
which resulted in an urgent choice of names.  
During the war years Sylvia lived with her 
mother and sister in a shabby upstairs flat 
behind Twickenham Green but the twins made 
their childhood there endurable.  At this time 

their father was in the Parachute Regiment and a prisoner of war, having 
been captured at Arnhem.  Sylvia spent a lot of the time being looked after by 
her grandmother as both her parents had to work. 
 

At the age of 9 the family was moved into a prefab with all its luxuries – 
fridge, back-boiler and a proper separate bathroom and toilet – they thought 
they were in heaven.  Sylvia did well at school and became head girl but due 
to financial hardship her mother was unable to buy the clothes required for 
interviews.  It was to Sylvia’s credit that none of this affected her love for life 
and her kind and loving nature. 
 

On leaving school she got a job with NALGO in London, which she did not like 
very much at all; later moving to British Railways at Euston, which she did 
enjoy.  She even got her sister a job there.  She became a cyclist and joined 
the Youth Hostels Association where she met Jim; both 18 at the time.  
Together they toured England, Scotland, Ireland and Europe on their bikes 
and hiked the Welsh mountains and the Lake and Peak Districts. 
 

She married Jim on 1st July 1961, the hottest day for 14 years and 
honeymooned in Newquay, driving there in their old 1938 Morris Minor.  
Sylvia was very happy then, both of them having saved and bought a house 
to move into immediately.  A year later was the marriage of her sister.  
However, it was at this latter time that sadness struck when her father left 
her mother for another woman, leaving her and Jim to pick up the pieces. 
 

At 26 she had her first son, Terry, and 22 months later the second, Roger.  
Sylvia was always ready for adventure and would always book the family 
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holidays on alternate years (Jim took the family on a boating holiday in the 
intervening years) – which became a bit of a joke where she worked.  Sylvia 
always longed for 3 children and 7 years after Roger was born she had 
Adrian.  With 3 super sons, hers was a happy marriage based on family and 
fun.  And with Jim retiring early she enjoyed 20 years of holiday.  She also 
shared a passion for boating with Jim and helped to design the boat he built 
(Myownie). 
 

Sylvia was a warm, kind and loving person: never having a bad word to say 
about anyone.  She did love singing, being a member of the EMI Singers and 
singing to the deaf – singing at any opportunity.  Her consuming hobby was 
designing and making glass bead jewellery and she enjoyed repairing 
damaged jewellery for friends. 
 

Her funeral, held on Thursday 10th October at Hanworth Crematorium, was 
attended by over 150 family, friends and relations and the family would like 
to thank all those who came and also generously donated a total of £840 for 
the local children’s hospice, Shooting Stars Chase; a charity Sylvia always 
supported.  
Rest in Peace sweet Sylvia      Jim 
 

Shoeboxes 
 

It’s that time of the year again when I shall be 
spending as many hours as possible, meeting at a 
house in Esher where the owner allows a large 
part of her home to be used for storing shoeboxes 
that need to be checked and packaged in cartons, 
these are sent worldwide. They are then 
distributed via church groups to children who have absolutely nothing, these 
boxes are the only gifts they will receive. 
Thank you to those of you who have donated gifts and some beautiful soft 
toys, they will be much loved. 
It’s not too late as we will be working right up until Christmas, so if you have 
any soft toys, pencils, crayons etc, even any soaps that have come from your 
hotel visits, I would love to have them. 
 
Happy Christmas. 

Elaina Mears 
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Autumn Breeze and Gorjess head home from Limehouse 

TSCC turned out in force at Hurley 

Newsletter Edited by Peter Simpson      -       simpson.p@ntlworld.com 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: Thamesscoutcruisingclub.org.uk 
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